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abouts of the concealed range-finders in the new English
ships. The German range-finders are large and visible,
being placed on the bridge. For some time experiments
have been made in Germany with electrical range-finders,
but without results of any practical value. Whoever has
the opportunity of speaking not only to technical, but
also to military experts, cannot escape the impression
that each group of experts has a very pessimistic opinion
of the armaments with which it is concerned, hoping that
the defects of their own particular department will be
compensated by the merits of the others. Army psycho-
logists are sceptical of the spirit of the troops, but usually
console themselves with the thought that the quality
of the arms is good. Naval engineers, on various occasions,
have expressed their doubts as to the quality of naval
equipment, thereby acknowledging the superiority of
that of England and other countries, and have usually
concluded by saying that the poorness of quality of their
arms will be more than made up by the excellent morale
of the troops.

It is not my intention to enter into a disquisition on
military science, but this last statement compels me
to deny from my own experience, that the morale of the
German troops is excellent. A member of the Czech
general staff declared to me that when he considers the
nature of the German troops and their military spirit,
he can only cry in despair: *Why didn't we fight in
September ?' It is precisely the morale of the German
which is in a process of disintegration, for there
inner discipline. The men know quite well that